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We consider a family of sequent systems with “well-behaved”
logical rules in which the cut rule and/or the identity-axiom are
not present. We provide a semantic characterization of the log-
ics induced by these systems in the form of non-deterministic
three-valued or four-valued matrices. The semantics is used to
study some important proof-theoretic properties of these sys-
tems. These results shed light on the dual semantic roles of the
cut rule and the identity-axiom, showing that they are both cru-
cial for having deterministic finite-valued semantics.?
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1 INTRODUCTION

The family of canonical sequent systems was introduced and studied in [3].
The authors intended to formalize an important tradition in the philosophy
of logic, according to which logical connectives are defined by well-behaved
syntactic derivation rules. For this matter, the notion of a canonical rule was
introduced (roughly speaking, that is a derivation rule in which exactly one
occurrence of a connective is introduced and no other connective is men-
tioned). Canonical systems were in turn defined as sequent systems in which:
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? A preliminary short version of the results of this paper was published at the 2012 IEEE

International Symposium on Multiple-Valued Logic [9].
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(i) all logical rules are canonical; (ii) the two identity rules (the cut rule
and the identity-axiom) and all usual structural rules (contraction, weaken-
ing, etc.) are included. The most prominent example of a canonical system
is of course (the propositional fragment of) Gentzen’s LK (the usual sequent
system for classical logic). However, (infinitely) many more sequent systems
belong to this family (a particularly useful one was recently suggested in [7]).

The study of canonical systems in [3] (see also [4]) mainly concerned a
general soundness and completeness theorem, providing semantics for these
systems in the form of two-valued non-deterministic matrices (Nmatrices) – a
simple generalization of ordinary two-valued matrices. Unlike ordinary ma-
trices, valuation functions in Nmatrices are allowed to non-deterministically
choose the truth-value of some compound formulas out of some set of options.
Non-determinism was proven to be inevitable to handle cases involving non
truth-functional logics, where the meanings of compound formulas might not
be uniquely determined by the meanings of their subformulas.

Given canonical system, the construction of an Nmatrix (in [3]) is mod-
ular, allowing to separate the semantic effect of each logical rule. Indeed,
an addition of a logical (canonical) rule for some connective � results in a
simple refinement of the Nmatrix, reducing the level of non-determinism in
the truth-table of �. However, while the semantic role of the logical rules
is well-understood, the role of the two identity rules in canonical systems
has not yet been studied. This is the subject of the current paper. We first
define semi-canonical systems, which are obtained from canonical systems
by omitting the cut rule and/or the identity-axiom. Then we study the se-
mantics of logics induced by semi-canonical systems. As in canonical sys-
tems, we show that it cannot be captured using ordinary finite-valued ma-
trices. But, unlike in the case of canonical systems, this is not a result of
having non truth-functional connectives (in fact, even the semantics of LK
without cut and/or identity-axiom cannot be given by ordinary finite-valued
matrices). On the other hand, semantics for these logics can be provided us-
ing finite-valued (actually, three or four valued) Nmatrices. We show how
to algorithmically construct these Nmatrices from the derivation rules of a
given semi-canonical system. Finally, we prove some proof-theoretic proper-
ties of canonical and semi-canonical systems, demonstrating that the Nmatrix
semantics is easily applicable for this matter. This includes a general strong
cut-admissibility theorem for a large family of semi-canonical systems with-
out identity-axioms.

2



Related Work Semantics for sequent systems without cut or identity-axiom
was studied before. Following Schütte (see [10]), Girard (in [6]) studied
the cut-free fragment of LK, and provided semantics for this fragment us-
ing (non-deterministic) three-valued valuations.† Together with better un-
derstanding of the semantic role of the cut rule, this three-valued semantics
was applied for proving several generalizations of the cut-elimination theo-
rem (such as Takeuti’s conjecture, see [6]). Later, the axiom-free fragment
of LK was studied by Hösli and Jäger in [8]. As noted in [8], axiom-free
systems play an important role in the proof-theoretic analysis of logic pro-
gramming and in connection with the so called negation as failure. Hösli and
Jäger provided a dual (non-deterministic) three-valued valuation semantics
for axiom-free derivability in LK. With respect to [6] and [8], the current
work contributes in four main aspects:

1. Our results apply to the broad family of semi-canonical systems, of
which the cut-free and the axiom-free fragments of LK are just par-
ticular examples. For these systems, we obtain practically the same
semantics that was suggested in [6] and [8].

2. While the focus of [6] and [8] was on derivability between sequents,
we also study the consequence relation between formulas induced by
cut-free and axiom-free systems.

3. We formulate the two kinds of three-valued valuation semantics in-
side the well-studied framework of (three-valued) Nmatrices, exploit-
ing some known general properties of Nmatrices.

4. In [8], it seems that the two dual kinds of three-valued valuation se-
mantics cannot be combined. However, in this paper we show that
a combination of them is obtained using four-valued Nmatrices. To
the best of our knowledge, systems with neither cut nor identity-axiom
were not studied before.

It should be mentioned, however, that [6] and [8] concerned also the usual
quantifiers of LK, while we only investigate propositional logics, leaving the
more complicated first-order case (and beyond) to a future work.

† Note that cut-elimination implies that provability and cut-free provability coincide for LK.
However, it is well-known that cut-elimination fails in the presence of extra “non-logical” axioms
(assumptions), and so the derivability relation induced by LK (which allows non-empty set of
assumptions) is different from the one induced by its cut-free fragment.
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2 LOGICS AND SEQUENT SYSTEMS

In what follows, L denotes a propositional language, and FrmL denotes its
set of wffs. We assume that p1, p2, . . . are the atomic formulas of any propo-
sitional language. An L-substitution is a function σ : FrmL → FrmL, such
that σ(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) = �(σ(ψ1), . . . , σ(ψn)) for every n-ary connective �
of L. Substitutions are extended to sets of formulas in the obvious way.

Definition 1. A relation ` between sets of L-formulas and L-formulas is:

Reflexive: if T ` ψ whenever ψ ∈ T .
Monotone: if T ′ ` ψ whenever T ` ψ and T ⊆ T ′.
Transitive: if T , T ′ ` ϕ whenever T ` ψ and T ′, ψ ` ϕ.
Structural: if σ(T ) ` σ(ψ) for every L-substitution σ whenever T ` ψ.
Finitary: if Γ ` ψ for some finite Γ ⊆ T whenever T ` ψ.
Consistent: if T 6` ψ for some non-empty T and ψ.

Definition 2. A relation between sets of L-formulas and L-formulas which is
reflexive, monotone and transitive is called a Tarskian consequence relation
(tcr) for L. A (Tarskian propositional) logic is a pair 〈L,`〉, where L is a
propositional language, and ` is a structural, finitary, consistent tcr for L.

The proof-theoretical way to define logics is based on a notion of a proof
in some formal deduction system. In this paper we study sequent systems,
these are axiomatic systems that manipulate higher-level constructs, called
sequents, rather than the formulas themselves. There are several variants of
what exactly constitutes a sequent. Here it is convenient to define sequents as
expressions of the form Γ ⇒ ∆, where Γ and ∆ are finite sets of formulas,
and⇒ is a new symbol, not occurring in L.‡ Each sequent system induces
a derivability relation between sets of sequents and sequents. We shall write
S `seqG s if the sequent s is derivable in a sequent system G from a set S of
sequents. The sequents of S are called assumptions. If `seqG s (or formally,
∅ `seqG s), we say that s is provable in G.

All systems studied in this paper include the weakening rule (Weak) – the
derivation rule allowing to infer a sequent of the form Γ′,Γ ⇒ ∆,∆′ from
Γ⇒ ∆. In addition, usual systems include the following identity rules:

‡ The sequent systems considered in this paper are all fully-structural, as they include the
usual exchange, contraction and expansion rules (by expansion, we mean here the sequent rules
allowing to “duplicate” formulas on both sides). For this reason, it is most convenient to define
sequents using sets, so these structural rules are built-in and not included explicitly.
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Definition 3. The cut rule (Cut) is a derivation rule allowing to infer a se-
quent of the form Γ1,Γ2 ⇒ ∆1,∆2 from the sequents Γ1 ⇒ ϕ,∆1 and
Γ2, ϕ ⇒ ∆2 (ϕ is called the cut-formula). The identity-axiom (Id) is a rule
allowing to infer sequents of the form ϕ⇒ ϕ (without premises).

We shall refer to sequent systems that include (Cut) as (+C)-systems. Sim-
ilarly, (+A)-systems are sequent systems that include (Id). We also use (-C),
(-A), and their combinations. For example, (-C-A)-systems are sequent sys-
tems that include neither (Cut) nor (Id). In particular, (the propositional frag-
ment of) Gentzen’s system LK for classical logic is a (+C+A)-system.

Notation 1. Given a (+C)-system G, G-C is the system obtained from G by
omitting (Cut). Similarly, G-A stands for omitting (Id), and G-C-A stands
for omitting both (Cut) and (Id). G+C,G+A,G+C+A are defined similarly.

Recall that sequent systems are a tool to handle consequence relations.
The consequence relation induced by a given system is defined as follows:

Definition 4. Given a sequent system G, a set T of formulas and a formula
ϕ: T `G ϕ if {⇒ ψ | ψ ∈ T } `seqG ⇒ ϕ.

It is clear that `G is a finitary tcr for every sequent system G. Its struc-
turality and consistency depend on G.

Remark 1. There is another natural way to obtain a relation between sets
of formulas and formulas from a given sequent system (see [1]), that is to
define that T `G ϕ if `seqG Γ ⇒ ϕ for some finite Γ ⊆ T . It is easy to
see that in many natural (+C+A)-systems the two definitions are equivalent
(this holds for monotone and pure (+C+A)-systems, see [1]). The current pa-
per, however, is about (-C)-systems and (-A)-systems, where the situation is
different. Obviously, for every sequent system the definition above also leads
to a monotone and finitary relation. Its reflexivity and transitivity, however,
are not guaranteed. Note that the two definitions are also inequivalent in
usual sequent systems for first-order logics, where they provide two natural
consequence relations.

3 CANONICAL AND SEMI-CANONICAL SEQUENT SYSTEMS

The framework of sequent systems described above is perhaps too broad to
obtain any interesting general results. We put our focus on narrower families
of sequent systems with “well-behaved” derivation rules. First we review the
family of canonical systems, defined in [3].
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Definition 5. An n-clause is a sequent consisting only of atomic formulas
from {p1, . . . , pn}.

Definition 6. A canonical rule for an n-ary connective � of L is an expression
of the form S/C, where S is a finite set of n-clauses (called premises), and
C (the conclusion) is either ⇒ �(p1, . . . , pn) (in canonical right rules) or
�(p1, . . . , pn)⇒ (in canonical left rules). An application of a canonical right
rule {Π1 ⇒ Σ1, . . . ,Πm ⇒ Σm}/⇒ �(p1, . . . , pn) is any inference step of
the following form:

Γ1, σ(Π1)⇒ σ(Σ1),∆1 . . . Γm, σ(Πm)⇒ σ(Σm),∆m

Γ1, . . . ,Γm ⇒ σ(�(p1, . . . , pn)),∆1, . . . ,∆m

where σ is an L-substitution, and Γ1, . . . ,Γm,∆1, . . . ,∆m are arbitrary fi-
nite sets of formulas. Applications of left rules are defined similarly.

Example 1. The usual derivation rules for the classical connectives can all
be presented as canonical rules. For⊃, ∧ and ¬ we have the following rules:

(⊃⇒) {⇒ p1 , p2 ⇒}/p1 ⊃ p2 ⇒ (⇒⊃) {p1 ⇒ p2}/⇒ p1 ⊃ p2
(∧ ⇒){p1, p2 ⇒}/p1 ∧ p2 ⇒ (⇒ ∧){⇒ p1 , ⇒ p2}/⇒ p1 ∧ p2
(¬ ⇒){⇒ p1}/¬p1 ⇒ (⇒ ¬){p1 ⇒}/⇒ ¬p1

Applications of these rules have the form (respectively):

Γ1 ⇒ ψ,∆1 Γ2, ϕ⇒ ∆2

Γ1,Γ2, ψ ⊃ ϕ⇒ ∆1,∆2

Γ, ψ ⇒ ϕ,∆

Γ⇒ ψ ⊃ ϕ,∆

Γ, ψ, ϕ⇒ ∆

Γ, ψ ∧ ϕ⇒ ∆

Γ1 ⇒ ψ,∆1 Γ2 ⇒ ϕ,∆2

Γ1,Γ2 ⇒ ψ ∧ ϕ,∆1,∆2

Γ⇒ ψ,∆

Γ,¬ψ ⇒ ∆

Γ, ψ ⇒ ∆

Γ⇒ ¬ψ,∆

Example 2. An alternative implication, called primal-implication and de-
noted here by  , was studied in [7], and showed to be useful in certain
applications. It is defined by the following two canonical rules:

( ⇒){⇒ p1 , p2 ⇒}/p1  p2 ⇒ (⇒ ){⇒ p2}/⇒ p1  p2

Applications of these rules have the form (respectively):

Γ1 ⇒ ψ,∆1 Γ2, ϕ⇒ ∆2

Γ1,Γ2, ψ  ϕ⇒ ∆1,∆2

Γ⇒ ϕ,∆

Γ⇒ ψ  ϕ,∆
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Definition 7. A sequent system is called canonical if it includes (Weak), (Cut),
(Id), and each of its other rules is a canonical rule.

The structure of the rules of canonical systems ensures that `G is structural
for every canonical system G. Clearly, the propositional fragment of LK can
be presented as a canonical system. Many more canonical systems can be
introduced with various new connectives. Not all combinations of canonical
rules, however, are meaningful. A natural demand is that the premises of a
right and a left rule for the same connective are contradictory. This is captured
by the following coherence criterion ([3]).

Definition 8. A canonical system G is called coherent if S1 ∪ S2 is clas-
sically unsatisfiable whenever G includes two canonical rules of the form
S1/⇒ �(p1, . . . , pn) and S2/ � (p1, . . . , pn)⇒ for some connective �.

Coherence is a minimal demand from a canonical system. Indeed, it is
proved in [3], that the tcr `G induced by a canonical system G is consistent
iff G is coherent. It follows that all coherent canonical systems induce logics.

Remark 2. It is also shown in [3] that all coherent canonical systems enjoy
cut-admissibility. A new proof of this fact is given in the sequel (Corollary 3).

Next, we define the family of semi-canonical systems, which are the (-C)-
systems and (-A)-systems that are obtained from canonical systems.

Definition 9. A semi-canonical system is a system obtained from a canonical
system by omitting (Cut) and/or (Id).

Remark 3. Semi-canonical (-A)-systems may look strange at first sight. In-
deed, (-A)-systems, in which each canonical rule has at least one premise,
have no provable sequents (namely, 6`seqG s for every s). The interest in them
arises when we consider derivations from non-empty sets of assumptions.

Evidently, `G is a structural tcr for every semi-canonical system G (see
Definitions 1 and 2). In semi-canonical (-C)-systems we have that p1 6`G p2.
It follows that for every semi-canonical (-C)-system G for L, 〈L,`G〉 is a
logic. On the other hand, in semi-canonical (+C-A)-systems the consistency
of `G is not guaranteed. The coherence criterion is required in this case also
(coherence of a semi-canonical system is defined exactly like coherence of
canonical systems (Definition 8). Note, however, that there are non-coherent
semi-canonical (+C-A)-systems that do induce a consistent tcr:

Example 3. Consider a semi-canonical (+C-A)-system G, whose only logi-
cal rules are {p1 ⇒ }/ ⇒ ◦p1 and {p1 ⇒ }/ ◦ p1 ⇒ (its language consists

7



of one unary connective ◦). G is not coherent. But,⇒ p1 6`seqG ⇒ p2, and so
p1 6`G p2. Therefore, `G is consistent, and 〈L,`G〉 is a logic.

Next we provide an exact characterization of the semi-canonical (+C-A)-
systems that induce logics:

Theorem 1. Let G be a semi-canonical (+C-A)-system.

1. If G is coherent, then `G is consistent.

2. If each canonical left rule of G has at least one premise of the form
Π⇒ , then `G is consistent.

3. Otherwise, `G is not consistent.

Proof. If G is coherent, then G+A is coherent. Obviously `G⊆`G+A. The
consistency of `G then follows from the consistency of `G+A (recall that
coherent canonical systems induce consistent tcrs, see [3]).

If 2 holds, then whenever⇒ p1 `seqG Γ⇒ ∆, we have that either p1 ∈ ∆,
or ∆ contains some compound formula (this can by shown using induction
on the length of derivations). Thus⇒ p1 6`seqG ⇒ p2, and so `G is consistent.

Now, suppose that G is not coherent and that G includes a left rule r =

S/ ◦ (p1, . . . , pm) ⇒, where each premise Π ⇒ Σ in S has non-empty Σ.
We prove that p1 `G p2. Since G is not coherent, G includes two canonical
rules r1 = S1/ ⇒ �(p1, . . . , pn) and r2 = S2/ � (p1, . . . , pn) ⇒, such that
S1 ∪S2 is classically satisfiable. Now, by possibly applying (Weak) on⇒ p1
and the rule r, we obtain a derivation of ◦(p1, . . . , p1) ⇒ from⇒ p1. Let u
be the classical valuation satisfying S1 ∪ S2. Let σ be a substitution, defined
by σ(p) = p1 if u(p) = t, and σ(p) = ◦(p1, . . . , p1) if u(p) = f . For every
premise Π ⇒ Σ ∈ S1 ∪ S2, either ◦(p1, . . . , p1) ∈ σ(Π) or p1 ∈ σ(Σ).
By applying (Weak) either on ◦(p1, . . . , p1) ⇒ or on ⇒ p1, we obtain that
⇒ p1 `seqG σ(s) for every s ∈ S1 ∪ S2. By applying the rules r1 and r2,
we obtain derivations of⇒ σ(�(p1, . . . , pn)) and of σ(�(p1, . . . , pn)) ⇒. A
cut yields a derivation of the empty sequent, on which we can finally apply
(Weak) to obtain⇒ p2.

Note that we can consider only coherent (+C-A)-systems as (+C-A)- sys-
tems that induce logics, and exclude the systems that admit 2 above. This is
justified by the following proposition:

Proposition 1. Let G be a semi-canonical (-A)-system, in which every left
rule has at least one premise of the form Π⇒ . Let G′ be the system obtained
from G by omitting all left rules. Then, G′ is coherent and `G′=`G.
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Proof Outline. Obviously, G′ is coherent and `G′⊆`G. For the converse,
one shows that for every set S of sequents of the form ⇒ ψ, if S `seqG Γ⇒ ∆

then S `seqG′ ⇒ ∆. This is proved by induction of the length of the derivation
in G of Γ⇒ ∆. The fact that `G⊆`G′ easily follows.

4 SEMANTICS FOR SEMI-CANONICAL SYSTEMS

In this section we provide semantics for logics induced by semi-canonical
systems. This semantics is given in the form of non-deterministic matrices,
which are a natural generalization of usual multiple-valued matrices.

Definition 10 ([3]). A non-deterministic matrix (Nmatrix) M for L consists
of: a non-empty set VM of truth-values, a non-empty proper subset DM ⊂
VM of designated truth-values, and a function (called: truth-table) �M from
VMn to P (VM) \ {∅} for every n-ary connective � of L.

Ordinary (deterministic) matrices correspond to the case when each �M is
a function taking singleton values only (then it can be treated as a function to
VM). An Nmatrix M is finite if so is VM. By an nNmatrix (n ∈ N) we shall
mean an Nmatrix for which |VM| = n.

Definition 11. A valuation in an Nmatrix M (for L) is a function v from
FrmL to VM, such that v(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) ∈ �M(v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)) for every
compound formula �(ψ1, . . . , ψn) ∈ FrmL. v is a model of a formula ψ if
v(ψ) ∈ DM. v is a model of a set T of formulas if it is a model of every
ψ ∈ T . In addition, `M, the tcr induced by M, is defined by: T `M ψ, if
every valuation v in M which is a model of T is also a model of ψ.

It is easy to verify that for every Nmatrix M, `M is a structural consistent
tcr (for consistency note that p1 6`M p2). In addition, it is proved in [3] that
tcrs induced by finite Nmatrices are always finitary. It follows that 〈L,`M〉
is a logic for every finite Nmatrix M for L.

In general, in order for a denotational semantics of a propositional logic to
be useful and effective, it should be analytic. This means that to determine
whether a formula ϕ follows from a theory T , it suffices to consider partial
valuations, defined on the set of all subformulas of the formulas in T ∪ {ϕ}.
The semantics of Nmatrices is analytic in this sense:

Definition 12. A partial valuation in an Nmatrix M (for L) is a function v
from some subset E of FrmL, which is closed under subformulas, to VM,
such that v(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) ∈ �M(v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)) for every compound
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formula �(ψ1, . . . , ψn) ∈ E . The notion of a model is defined for partial
valuations exactly like it is defined for valuations.

Proposition 2 ([4]). Every partial valuation in some Nmatrix M can be ex-
tended to a (full) valuation in M.

Corollary 1. Let M be an Nmatrix for L. T `M ψ iff for every partial
valuation v in M defined on the set of subformulas of T and ψ: v is a model
of ψ whenever it is a model of T .

As a result of the last corollary, we obtain that logics characterized by
finite Nmatrices are decidable (see Theorem 28 in [4]).

The Nmatrices we construct for semi-canonical systems are based on the
four truth-values t, f,>, and ⊥. We also use a partial order on {t, f,>,⊥},
denoted by≤, according to which⊥ is the minimal element,> – the maximal
one, and t, f are intermediate incomparable values (≤ is the transitive reflex-
ive closure of {〈⊥, t〉, 〈⊥, f〉, 〈t,>〉, 〈f,>〉}).¶ In addition, the following
definitions and propositions are used in the sequel:

Definition 13. Let M be an Nmatrix with VM ⊆ {t, f,>,⊥}. A valuation v
in M is a model of a sequent Γ ⇒ ∆ if either v(ψ) ≥ f for some ψ ∈ Γ, or
v(ψ) ≥ t for some ψ ∈ ∆. v is a model of a set S of sequents if it is a model
of every s ∈ S . In addition, `seqM , the relation induced by M between sets of
sequents and sequents, is defined as follows: S `seqM s, if every valuation v in
M which is a model of S is also a model of s.

Proposition 3. Let M be an Nmatrix satisfying VM ⊆ {t, f,>,⊥} and
DM = VM ∩ {t,>}. T `M ϕ iff {⇒ ψ | ψ ∈ T } `seqM ⇒ ϕ.

Proof. Follows from the fact that a valuation in M is a model of a sequent
⇒ ψ iff it is a model of (the formula) ψ (since DM = VM ∩ {t,>}).

Definition 14. Let x1, . . . , xn ∈ {t, f,>,⊥}. The tuple 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 satis-
fies an n-clause Π ⇒ Σ if there exists either some pi ∈ Π such that xi ≥ f ,
or some pi ∈ Σ such that xi ≥ t. 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 fulfils a canonical rule r for
an n-ary connective, if it satisfies every premise of r.

Note that checking whether 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 fulfils some rule is easy.

Proposition 4. Let x1, . . . , xn ∈ {t, f,⊥}, and let G be a semi-canonical
system. If G is coherent then 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 cannot fulfil both a right rule and
a left rule of G for some n-ary connective �.

¶ Note that ≤ is the “knowledge” partial order used in Dunn-Belnap matrix (see [5]).
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The structure of the rest of this section is as follows. We begin with a
(known) construction of 2Nmatrices for coherent canonical systems. Next,
we separately deal with semi-canonical (-C+A)-systems, coherent (+C-A)-
systems, and (-C-A)-systems.

4.1 Canonical Systems
A general construction of 2Nmatrices to characterize logics induced by co-
herent canonical systems was given in [3]. It is also shown there that log-
ics which are characterized by properly non-deterministic 2Nmatrices (i.e.
�M(x1, . . . , xn) = {t, f} for some connective � and x1, . . . , xn ∈ {t, f})
cannot be characterized by finite (ordinary) matrices. Below we reproduce
the construction of 2Nmatrices for coherent canonical systems.

Definition 15. Let G be a coherent canonical system forL. The Nmatrix MG

is defined by VMG
= {t, f}, DMG

= {t}, and for every n-ary connective �
of L: (i) t ∈ �MG

(x1, . . . , xn) iff 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 does not fulfil any left rule of
G for �; and (ii) f ∈ �MG

(x1, . . . , xn) iff 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 does not fulfil any
right rule of G for �.

While this is not the formulation in [3], the same Nmatrix is obtained. Note
that the coherence of G ensures that MG is well-defined (see Proposition 4).

Example 4. Suppose that the rules for ⊃ and  in a coherent canonical
system G are those given in Examples 1-2. ⊃MG

and MG
are given below.

⊃MG
t f

t {t} {f}
f {t} {t}

 MG
t f

t {t} {f}
f {t} {t, f}

Theorem 2 ([3]). For every coherent canonical system G, `seqG = `seqMG
.

Following Proposition 3, we obtain the following corollary:

Corollary 2. For every coherent canonical system G, `G = `MG
.

4.2 (-C+A)-Systems
Semantics for semi-canonical (-C+A)-systems is given below in the form of
3Nmatrices. First, we show that non-determinism is essential for this purpose.

Theorem 3. Suppose that the language L contains an unary connective, de-
noted by ¬, and let G be a semi-canonical (-C)-system, whose rules for ¬ are
the usual rules. There is no finite (ordinary) matrix M such that `M⊆`G.
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Proof. Let M be an (ordinary) matrix, such that `M⊆`G. Note that for
every n ≥ 0, {¬ip1 | i > n} 6`G ¬np1 (one can verify this using Theorem 4
below). Consequently, {¬ip1 | i > n} 6`M ¬np1 for every n ≥ 0. For every
n ≥ 0, let vn be a valuation in M, which is a model of {¬ip1 | i > n}, and
not of ¬np1. Thus, for every n > m ≥ 0, vm(¬np1) is designated, while
vn(¬np1) is not designated. Since M is deterministic, this entails that for
every n > m ≥ 0, ¬Mn(vm(p1)) is designated, while ¬Mn(vn(p1)) is not
designated. Hence vn(p1) 6= vm(p1) for every n > m ≥ 0. It follows that
M is infinite.

Next we turn to the construction of 3Nmatrices (with the truth-values t, f
and >) for semi-canonical (-C+A)-systems.

Definition 16. Let G be a semi-canonical (-C+A)-system for L. MG is
defined by VMG

= {t, f,>},DMG
= {t,>}, and for every n-ary connective

� of L: (i) t ∈ �MG
(x1, . . . , xn) iff 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 does not fulfil any left rule

of G for �; (ii) f ∈ �MG
(x1, . . . , xn) iff 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 does not fulfil any

right rule of G for �; and (iii) > ∈ �MG
(x1, . . . , xn) for every x1, . . . , xn.

Example 5. Suppose that the rules for ⊃ and ∧ in some semi-canonical
(-C+A)-system G are the usual rules. ⊃MG

and ∧MG
are given below.

⊃MG
t f >

t {t,>} {f,>} {>}
f {t,>} {t,>} {t,>}
> {t,>} {>} {>}

∧MG
t f >

t {t,>} {f,>} {>}
f {f,>} {f,>} {f,>}
> {>} {f,>} {>}

The following propositions will be useful in the sequel:

Proposition 5. Let G be a semi-canonical (-C+A)-system for L. For every
n-ary connective � of L, and every x1, . . . , xn, y1, . . . , yn ∈ {t, f,>}, if
xi ≤ yi for every 1 ≤ i ≤ n, then �MG

(y1, . . . , yn) ⊆ �MG
(x1, . . . , xn).

Proof. Let x1, . . . , xn, y1, . . . , yn ∈ {t, f,>}. Suppose that xi ≤ yi for
every 1 ≤ i ≤ n. Assume that x 6∈ �MG

(x1, . . . , xn). We prove that
x 6∈ �MG

(y1, . . . , yn). Obviously x ∈ {t, f}. Assume w.l.o.g. that x = t.
Then the construction of MG implies that 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 fulfils some left rule
r of G for �. Since xi ≤ yi for every 1 ≤ i ≤ n, we have that 〈y1, . . . , yn〉
fulfils r. It follows that t 6∈ �MG

(y1, . . . , yn).

Proposition 6. Let G be a coherent canonical system for L. For every
n-ary connective � of L and x1, . . . , xn ∈ {t, f}, �MG-C(x1, . . . , xn) =

�MG
(x1, . . . , xn) ∪ {>}.
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Remark 4. Proposition 6 entails that for every coherent canonical system G

MG is a simple refinement of MG-C (see [4]). Therefore, `MG-C ⊆ `MG
.

Next, we prove the correctness of this construction.

Theorem 4. For every semi-canonical (-C+A)-system G: (i) `seqG = `seqMG
;

and (ii) `G = `MG
.

Proof. (ii) follows from (i) using Proposition 3. We prove (i).

Soundness. Suppose that S0 `seqG s0. Let v be a valuation in MG, which
is a model of S0. We prove that v is a model of every sequent appearing
in the derivation of s0 from S0. It follows that v is a model of s0. This
obviously holds for all sequents of S0, and preserved by (Weak). To see
that it holds in applications of (Id), note that every valuation over {t, f,>}
is a model of every sequent of the from ψ ⇒ ψ. It remains to show that
it is preserved in applications of the canonical rules of G. Suppose that
Γ1, . . . ,Γm ⇒ σ(�(p1, . . . , pn)),∆1, . . . ,∆m is derived from the sequents
Γi, σ(Πi) ⇒ σ(Σi),∆i for every 1 ≤ i ≤ m, using the right canonical rule
r = {Π1 ⇒ Σ1, . . . ,Πm ⇒ Σm}/ ⇒ �(p1, . . . , pn) (the proof is simi-
lar for left rules). If v(ψ) ≥ f for some ψ in some Γi, or v(ψ) ≥ t for
some ψ in some ∆i then obviously we are done. Assume otherwise. Then,
our assumption about the premises of the application entails that for every
1 ≤ i ≤ m, either v(σ(p)) ≥ f for some p ∈ Πi, or v(σ(p)) ≥ t for
some p ∈ Σi. Thus 〈v(σ(p1)), . . . , v(σ(pn))〉 fulfils r. The definition of
MG ensures that f 6∈�MG

(v(σ(p1)), . . . , v(σ(pn))). Hence v is a model of
Γ1, . . . ,Γm ⇒ σ(�(p1, . . . , pn)),∆1, . . . ,∆m.

Completeness. Suppose that S0 6`seqG Γ0 ⇒ ∆0. It is a routine matter
to obtain maximal sets of formulas T ,U such that Γ0 ⊆ T and ∆0 ⊆ U ,
and S0 6`seqG Γ ⇒ ∆ for every finite Γ ⊆ T and ∆ ⊆ U . Define a func-
tion v : FrmL → {t, f,>} as follows: v(ψ) = t iff ψ ∈ T , v(ψ) = f

iff ψ ∈ U , and v(ψ) = > otherwise. The availability of (Id) ensures that
ψ 6∈ T ∩ U for every ψ, and so v is well-defined. We prove that v is a
valuation in MG. Suppose for contradiction that v(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) = t and
t 6∈ �MG

(v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)) for some formula �(ψ1, . . . , ψn) (the case that
v(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) = f is similar). Then, there exists some left rule r of
G for � which is fulfilled by 〈v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)〉. Let σ be a substitution
such that σ(pi) = ψi for all 1 ≤ i ≤ n, and let Π ⇒ Σ be a premise
of r. We show that there exist finite sets Γ ⊆ T and ∆ ⊆ U such that
S0 `seqG Γ, σ(Π)⇒ σ(Σ),∆. Since 〈v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)〉 fulfils r, there exists
some pi ∈ Π such that v(ψi) ≥ f , or some pi ∈ Σ such that v(ψi) ≥ t.
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Suppose the former holds (the latter is similar). Then v(ψi) 6= t, and hence
ψi 6∈ T . The maximality of T then entails that there exist finite sets Γ ⊆ T
and ∆ ⊆ U , such that S0 `seqG Γ, ψi ⇒ ∆. Using (Weak) we obtain
S0 `seqG Γ, σ(Π)⇒ σ(Σ),∆. Now, by applying r on Γ, σ(Π)⇒ σ(Σ),∆ for
every premise Π ⇒ Σ of r, we obtain that S0 `seqG Γ, �(ψ1, . . . , ψn) ⇒ ∆,
for some finite sets Γ ⊆ T and ∆ ⊆ U . This implies that �(ψ1, . . . , ψn) 6∈ T .
But, this contradicts the fact that v(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) = t.

Now, note that for every Γ ⇒ ∆ ∈ S0, we have S0 `seqG Γ ⇒ ∆, and
so there exists either some ψ ∈ Γ such that ψ 6∈T , or some ψ ∈ ∆ such that
ψ 6∈U . Hence, there exists either some ψ ∈ Γ such that v(ψ) ≥ f , or some
ψ ∈ ∆ such that v(ψ) ≥ t. Thus v is a model of Γ ⇒ ∆. Finally, since
Γ0 ⊆ T and ∆0 ⊆ U , v(ψ) = t for every ψ ∈ Γ0, and v(ψ) = f for every
ψ ∈ ∆0. Thus v is not a model of Γ0 ⇒ ∆0.

Remark 5. The use of at least three truth-values is necessary in order to
provide Nmatrices for every semi-canonical (-C+A)-system. To see this, con-
sider for example a semi-canonical (-C+A)-system G, that includes only the
usual rules for ¬. Suppose for contradiction that there is a 2Nmatrix M, such
that `G=`M. Assume that VM = {t, f} and DM = {t} (obviously, any
2Nmatrix is isomorphic to such an Nmatrix). Then, since p1,¬p1 6`G p2 (this
can be verified using Theorem 4), t ∈ �M(t). Since p1 6`G ¬p1, f ∈ ¬M(t),
and so ¬M(t) = {t, f}. Consider a partial valuation defined by v(p1) = t,
v(¬p1) = t, v(¬¬p1) = f and v(ψ) is not defined for every other ψ ∈ FrmL,
Then v is a partial valuation in M which is a model of p1 but not of ¬¬p1.
By Corollary 1, p1 6`M ¬¬p1. This contradicts the fact that p1 `G ¬¬p1.

Example 6. Using the Nmatrix semantics of semi-canonical (-C+A)-systems,
one can easily verify that using (Cut) is unavoidable in a given derivation.
For example, we obviously have p1 ⊃ p2 `LK p1 ⊃ (p3 ⊃ p2). Consider
a partial valuation v in MLK-C such that v(p1) = v(p3) = t, v(p2) =

v(p3 ⊃ p2) = f , v(p1 ⊃ (p3 ⊃ p2)) = f , v(p1 ⊃ p2) = >, and v(ψ)

is not defined for every other formula ψ (it is straightforward to verify that
this is indeed a partial valuation in MLK-C). v is a model of p1 ⊃ p2 but
not of p1 ⊃ (p3 ⊃ p2). By Corollary 1, p1 ⊃ p2 6`MLK-C p1 ⊃ (p3 ⊃ p2).
Theorem 4 entails that p1 ⊃ p2 6`LK-C p1 ⊃ (p3 ⊃ p2). In other words,
⇒ p1 ⊃ (p3 ⊃ p2) has no cut-free derivation in LK from⇒ p1 ⊃ p2.

4.3 (+C-A)-Systems
Semantics for coherent semi-canonical (+C-A)-systems is given below in the
form of 3Nmatrices. Again, we show that non-determinism is essential.
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Theorem 5. Suppose that L contains a unary connective, denoted by ¬, and
let G be a semi-canonical (-A)-system, whose rules for ¬ are the usual rules.
There is no finite (ordinary) matrix M such that `G=`M.

Proof. Note that (i) ¬np1 `G ¬mp1 for every n,m ∈ Neven provided that
n ≤ m; and (ii) ¬n+2p1 6`G ¬np1 for every n ∈ N (one can verify this using
Theorem 6 below). Now, assume that `G=`M for some (ordinary) matrix.
For every n ≥ 0, let vn be a valuation in M, which is a model of ¬n+2p1, and
not a model of ¬np1. We show that vn(p1) 6= vm(p1) for every n,m ∈ Neven

such that n < m (and so, M is infinite). Let n,m ∈ Neven such that n < m.
Then, since vn is a model of ¬n+2p1, (i) implies that vn is a model of ¬mp1.
On the other hand, vm is not a model of ¬mp1. This implies (using the fact
that M is deterministic) that vn(p1) 6= vm(p1).

Next we turn to the construction of 3Nmatrices (with the truth-values t, f
and⊥) for coherent semi-canonical (+C-A)-systems. Note that the coherence
of G ensures that MG constructed below is well-defined (see Proposition 4).

Definition 17. Let G be a coherent semi-canonical (+C-A)-system for L.
MG is defined by VMG

= {t, f,⊥}, DMG
= {t}, and for every n-ary con-

nective � of L: (i) t ∈ �MG
(x1, . . . , xn) iff 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 does not fulfil any

left rule of G for �; (ii) f ∈ �MG
(x1, . . . , xn) iff 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 does not fulfil

any right rule of G for �; and (iii) ⊥ ∈ �MG
(x1, . . . , xn) iff 〈x1, . . . , xn〉

does not fulfil any rule of G for �.

Example 7. Suppose that the rules for⊃ and ∧ in a coherent semi-canonical
(+C-A)-system G are the usual rules. ⊃MG

and ∧MG
are given below.

⊃MG
t f ⊥

t {t} {f} {t, f,⊥}
f {t} {t} {t}
⊥ {t} {t, f,⊥} {t, f,⊥}

∧MG
t f ⊥

t {t} {f} {t, f,⊥}
f {f} {f} {f}
⊥ {t, f,⊥} {f} {t, f,⊥}

Example 8. Consider a unary connective O defined by the canonical rule:
{p1 ⇒ p1} / ⇒ Op1. Its applications allow to infer Γ ⇒ Oϕ,∆ from
Γ, ϕ ⇒ ϕ,∆. According to the construction above, the semantics of O is
given by: OMG

(t) = OMG
(f) = {t}, and OMG

(⊥) = {t, f,⊥}.

Theorem 6. For every coherent semi-canonical (+C-A)-system G:
(i) `seqG = `seqMG

; and (ii) `G = `MG
.
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Proof. (ii) follows from (i) using Proposition 3. We prove (i).

Soundness. Suppose that S0 `seqG s0. Let v be a valuation in MG, which
is a model of S0. We prove that v is a model of every sequent appearing
in the derivation of s0 from S0. This obviously holds for all sequents of
S0. As in the proof of Theorem 4, one shows that this property preserved by
(Weak) and by applications of the canonical rules of G. It remains to consider
applications of (Cut). Suppose that Γ1,Γ2 ⇒ ∆1,∆2 is derived from the
sequents Γ1 ⇒ ψ,∆1 and Γ2, ψ ⇒ ∆2. If v(ψ) 6= t (i.e. v(ψ) ∈ {f,⊥})
then our assumption about Γ1 ⇒ ψ,∆1 entails that v(ϕ) = f for some
ϕ ∈ Γ1, or v(ϕ) = t for some ϕ ∈ ∆1. Otherwise, v(ψ) = t, and our
assumption about Γ2, ψ ⇒ ∆2 entails that v(ϕ) = f for some ϕ ∈ Γ2, or
v(ϕ) = t for some ϕ ∈ ∆2. In any case, v is a model of Γ1,Γ2 ⇒ ∆1,∆2.

Completeness. Suppose that S0 6`seqG Γ0 ⇒ ∆0. It is a routine matter to
obtain maximal sets of formulas T ,U such that Γ0 ⊆ T and ∆0 ⊆ U , and
S0 6`seqG Γ ⇒ ∆ for every finite Γ ⊆ T and ∆ ⊆ U . Next, we recursively
construct a valuation v in MG. For atomic formulas v(p) = ⊥ iff p ∈ T ∩U ,
v(p) = t iff p ∈ T and p 6∈ U , and otherwise v(p) = f . Now let � be an n-ary
connective of L, and suppose that v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn) were defined. We define
v(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) = x if �MG

(v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)) = {x} (for x ∈ {t, f}),
and otherwise v(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) is defined in the same way as v(p) is defined
above. v is obviously a valuation in MG.

Next, we simultaneously prove by induction on the build-up of formulas
that: (a) if ϕ ∈ T then v(ϕ) 6= f ; and (b) if ϕ ∈ U then v(ϕ) 6= t. For
atomic formulas (a) and (b) directly follow from the definition above. Let �
be an n-ary connective of L. Suppose (a) and (b) hold for ψ1, . . . , ψn, and
let θ = �(ψ1, . . . , ψn). We show that (a) holds for θ. (b) is proved similarly.
Suppose that θ ∈ T . We prove that �MG

(v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)) 6= {f}. The
definition of v then ensures that v(θ) 6= f . Assume (for contradiction) that
�MG

(v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)) = {f}. According to the construction of MG, there
exists some left rule r of G for �, which is fulfilled by 〈v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)〉.
Let σ be a substitution such that σ(pi) = ψi for all 1 ≤ i ≤ n, and let
Π ⇒ Σ be a premise of r. We show that there exist finite sets Γ ⊆ T and
∆ ⊆ U such that S0 `seqG Γ, σ(Π) ⇒ σ(Σ),∆. Since 〈v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)〉
fulfils r, there is some pi ∈ Π such that v(ψi) = f or some pi ∈ Σ such
that v(ψi) = t. Suppose the former holds (the latter is similar). Then by the
induction hypothesis ψi 6∈ T . The maximality of T then entails that there
exist finite sets Γ ⊆ T and ∆ ⊆ U , such that S0 `seqG Γ, ψi ⇒ ∆. Using
(Weak) we obtain S0 `seqG Γ, σ(Π) ⇒ σ(Σ),∆. Now, by applying r on

16



Γ, σ(Π) ⇒ σ(Σ),∆ for every premise Π ⇒ Σ of r, we obtain a derivation
from S0 of Γ, θ ⇒ ∆ in G, for some finite sets Γ ⊆ T and ∆ ⊆ U . But since
θ ∈ T , this contradicts the properties of T and U .

It remains to show that v is a model of S0, but not of Γ0 ⇒ ∆0. For the
latter, note that since Γ0 ⊆ T and ∆0 ⊆ U , (a) and (b) imply that v is not
a model in Γ0 ⇒ ∆0. Now let Γ ⇒ ∆ be a sequent of S0. Suppose first
that Γ ⇒ ∆ is a sequent of the form ϕ ⇒ ϕ. Since ϕ ⇒ ϕ has a derivation
from S0, ϕ6∈T ∩ U . Hence, v(ϕ) 6= ⊥, and so v is a model of Γ⇒ ∆. Next,
suppose that Γ⇒ ∆ is not a sequent of the form ϕ⇒ ϕ. Note that for every
ψ ∈ Γ ∪∆ either ψ ∈ T or ψ ∈ U . (Otherwise, there exist sets Γ1,Γ2 ⊆ T
and ∆1,∆2 ⊆ U , such that S0 `seqG Γ1 ⇒ ψ,∆1 and S0 `seqG Γ2, ψ ⇒ ∆2.
By applying (Cut) on ψ, S0 `seqG Γ1,Γ2 ⇒ ∆1,∆2, in contradiction to the
properties of T and U .) Since S0 `seqG Γ ⇒ ∆, there either exists some
ψ ∈ Γ such that ψ 6∈T , or some ψ ∈ ∆ such that ψ 6∈U . It follows that there
either exists some ψ ∈ Γ such that ψ 6∈T and ψ ∈ U , or some ψ ∈ ∆ such
that ψ ∈ T and ψ 6∈U . Using (a) and (b) (and the fact that v(ψ) = ⊥ only if
ψ ∈ T ∩ U), it follows that v(ψ) = f for some ψ ∈ Γ, or v(ψ) = t for some
ψ ∈ ∆. Hence v is a model of Γ⇒ ∆.

Example 9. Using the Nmatrix semantics of semi-canonical (+C-A)-systems,
one can easily verify that using (Id) is unavoidable in a given derivation. For
example, clearly ¬p1 `LK ¬(p1 ∧ p2). It is easy to see that a function v
defined by v(p1) = ⊥, v(¬p1) = v(p2) = v(p1∧p2) = t, v(¬(p1∧p2)) = f

(v is not defined for other formulas) is a partial valuation in MLK-A, which is
a model of ¬p1 but not of ¬(p1∧p2). By Corollary 1, ¬p1 6`MLK-A ¬(p1∧p2).
Theorem 6 entails that ¬p1 6`LK-A ¬(p1∧p2). In other words,⇒ ¬(p1∧p2)

has no identity-axiom-free derivation in LK from⇒ ¬p1.

4.4 (-C-A)-Systems
Finally, we provide Nmatrix semantics for semi-canonical (-C-A)-systems,
in the form of 4Nmatrices (using the truth-values t, f,> and ⊥).

Definition 18. Let G be a semi-canonical (-C-A)-system for L. MG is
defined by VMG

= {t, f,>,⊥},DMG
= {t}, and for every n-ary connective

� of L: (i) t ∈ �MG
(x1, . . . , xn) iff 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 does not fulfil any left rule

of G for �; (ii) f ∈ �MG
(x1, . . . , xn) iff 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 does not fulfil any right

rule of G for �; (iii) ⊥ ∈ �MG
(x1, . . . , xn) iff 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 does not fulfil

any rule of G for �; and (iv) > ∈ �MG
(x1, . . . , xn) for every x1, . . . , xn.

Example 10. Suppose that the rules for ⊃ in some semi-canonical (-C-A)-
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system G are the usual rules. ⊃MG
is given below.

⊃MG
t f > ⊥

t {t,>} {f,>} {>} {t, f,>,⊥}
f {t,>} {t,>} {t,>} {t,>}
> {t,>} {>} {>} {t,>}
⊥ {t,>} {t, f,>,⊥} {t,>} {t, f,>,⊥}

Theorem 7. For every semi-canonical (-C-A)-system G: (i) `seqG = `seqMG
;

and (ii) `G = `MG
.

Proof Outline. (ii) follows from (i) using Proposition 3. Soundness in (i)

is proved similarly to the proof of Theorem 4. Completeness is also very
similar, where the refuting valuation v in MG is defined as follows: v(ψ) = t

iff ψ ∈ T and ψ 6∈ U , v(ψ) = f iff ψ ∈ U and ψ 6∈ T , v(ψ) = ⊥ iff ψ ∈ T
and ψ ∈ U , and v(ψ) = > otherwise. We leave the details for the reader.

5 PROOF-THEORETIC APPLICATIONS

The semantics for semi-canonical system can be easily exploited to obtain
some proof-theoretic properties of semi-canonical and canonical systems.
First, we provide a new proof of the fact that all coherent canonical systems
enjoy cut-admissibility.

Definition 19. Let G be a (+C)-system. G enjoys cut-admissibility if `seqG s

implies `seqG-C s. G enjoys strong cut-admissibility if S `seqG s implies that
there exists a derivation of s from S in G in which only formulas occurring
in S serve as cut-formulas. (A formula ϕ occurs in S, if there exists some
sequent Γ⇒ ∆ ∈ S such that ϕ ∈ Γ ∪∆.)

Strong cut-admissibility is clearly stronger than cut-admissibility. In semi-
canonical (+C+A)-systems, they are actually equivalent (proved in [1] for
LK, but the proof works the same for any semi-canonical (+C+A)-system).
The following semantic property is the key for cut-admissibility.

Theorem 8. Let G be a coherent canonical system. If every valuation in MG

is a model of a sequent s, then so does every valuation in MG-C.

Proof. Suppose that there exists a valuation v′ in MG-C which is not a model
of s. We construct a function v : FrmL → {t, f}, such that v is a valuation
in MG, and v(ψ) ≤ v′(ψ) for every ψ ∈ FrmL. In particular, v will not
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be a model of s. The construction of v is done by recursion on the build-
up of formulas. First, for atomic formulas, we (arbitrarily) choose v(p) to
be either t or f , so that v(p) ≤ v′(p) would hold. Now, let � be an n-
ary connective of L, and suppose v(ψi) was defined for every 1 ≤ i ≤ n.
We choose v(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) to be equal to v′(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)), if the lat-
ter is either t or f . Otherwise, we choose v(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) to be some
element of �MG

(v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)). Obviously, v(ψ) ≤ v′(ψ) for every
ψ ∈ FrmL. To see that v is a valuation in MG, suppose w.l.o.g. that
�MG

(v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)) = {t}. We show that v(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) = t. By
Proposition 6, f 6∈ �MG-C(v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn)). Now, since v(ψ) ≤ v′(ψ) for
every ψ ∈ FrmL, Proposition 5 entails that f 6∈ �MG-C(v

′(ψ1), . . . , v′(ψn)).
Hence, since v′ is a valuation in MG-C, v′(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) 6= f . Now, if
v′(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) = >, then v(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) ∈ �MG

(v(ψ1), . . . , v(ψn))

by definition. Otherwise, v(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) = v′(�(ψ1, . . . , ψn)) = t.

Corollary 3. Every coherent canonical system enjoys cut-admissibility.

Proof. Suppose that `seqG s. Then, by Theorem 2, every valuation in MG

is a model of s. By Theorem 8, every valuation in MG-C is a model of s.
Theorem 4 implies that `seqG-C s.

Next, we show that Theorem 6 and its proof entail that coherent semi-
canonical (+c-A)-systems also enjoy strong cut-admissibility. In fact we
prove something stronger:

Corollary 4. Let G be a coherent semi-canonical (+C-A)-system. Assume
that S `seqG s. Then there exists a derivation of s from S in G, in which only
formulas occurring in S \ {ψ ⇒ ψ | ψ ∈ FrmL} serve as cut-formulas.

Proof. Suppose that there does not exist such a derivation. We prove that
S 6`seqG s. By Theorem 6, it suffices to show that there exists a valuation in
MG, which is a model of S, but not of s. Such a valuation is constructed
exactly like in the proof of Theorem 6. Note that only cuts on formulas oc-
curring in S0 \ {ψ ⇒ ψ | ψ ∈ FrmL} are needed in this proof.

Finally, the semantics of coherent semi-canonical (+C-A)-systems can be
used to provide a new proof of the equivalence between axiom-expansion and
determinism in coherent canonical systems (shown first in [2]).

Definition 20. Let � be an n-ary connective.

• � admits axiom-expansion in a canonical system G if
{pi ⇒ pi | 1 ≤ i ≤ n} `seqG-C-A �(p1, . . . , pn)⇒ �(p1, . . . , pn).
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• � is deterministic in an Nmatrix M if �M takes only singleton values.

Theorem 9. A connective � admits axiom-expansion in a coherent canonical
system G iff � is deterministic in MG.

Proof. Let � be an n-ary connective. Denote the sequent �(p1, . . . , pn) ⇒
�(p1, . . . , pn) by s0, and the set {pi ⇒ pi | 1 ≤ i ≤ n} by S0. Suppose
that S0 6`seqG-C-A s0. By Corollary 4, S0 6`G-A s0. By Theorem 6, there
exists some valuation v in MG-A, which is a model of S0, but not of s0.
Therefore, v(pi) ∈ {t, f} for every 1 ≤ i ≤ n, and v(�(p1, . . . , pn)) = ⊥.
Thus ⊥ ∈ �MG-A(v(p1), . . . , v(pn)). The construction of MG-A then entails
that 〈v(p1), . . . , v(pn)〉 does not fulfil any rule for � in G. This implies that
�MG

(v(p1), . . . , v(pn)) = {t, f}.
Now, assume that �MG

(x1, . . . , xn) = {t, f} for x1, . . . , xn ∈ {t, f}.
Hence, 〈x1, . . . , xn〉 does not fulfil any rule for � of G. In this case, we have
�MG-A(x1, . . . , xn) = {t, f,⊥}. Consider a partial valuation v in MG-A, that
assigns xi to pi for 1 ≤ i ≤ n, and ⊥ to �(p1, . . . , pn). By Proposition 2,
there exists a (full) valuation v′ in MG-A that extends v. v′ is a model of S0,
but not of s0. By Theorem 6, S0 6`seqG-A s0. It follows that S0 6`seqG-C-A s0.

6 CONCLUSIONS AND FURTHER RESEARCH

The results of this paper shed light on the semantic roles of (Cut) and (Id)
in sequent systems. The availability of each of these two components rules
out one truth-value (> or ⊥), and reduces the level of non-determinism in the
induced Nmatrix. The presence of both of them (as happens in LK) is crucial
for having deterministic semantics.

It would be interesting and useful to extend the results of this paper to
broader families of sequent (and higher-level objects) systems without (Cut)
and/or (Id). This includes first-order canonical systems, many-sided sequent
systems, and systems allowing larger variety of logical rules. Finally, a natu-
ral question, arising from the definition of semi-canonical systems, concerns
the necessity of the weakening rule. It is interesting to understand the seman-
tic effect of (Weak) in canonical systems, and develop semantics for systems
lacking this rule. Finite Nmatrices do not suffice for this purpose:

Proposition 7. Suppose that L contains two binary connectives denoted by
∨ and t. Let G be a sequent system consisting only on (Cut), (Id) and the
canonical rules: {⇒ p1, p2}/ ⇒ p1 ∨ p2 , {⇒ p1}/ ⇒ p1 t p2 , and
{⇒ p2}/⇒ p1 t p2. There is no finite Nmatrix M such that `G=`M.
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Proof Outline. Suppose otherwise, and let M be a finite Nmatrix for which
`G=`M. Let n denote the size of VM and let m =

(
n+1
2

)
. Let ϕ1, . . . , ϕm

be an enumeration of all formulas in the set {pi ∨ pj | 1 ≤ i < j ≤ n + 1}.
Let ψ1 = ϕ1, and for every 2 ≤ i ≤ m let ψi = ψi−1 t ϕi. It is possible
to show that p1, . . . , pm 6`G ψm. We show that every valuation in M which
is a model of p1, . . . , pm is also a model of ψm. Let v be a valuation in M,
and suppose that v(pi) ∈ DM for every 1 ≤ i ≤ m. Since |VM| = n,
there exist 1 ≤ i < j ≤ n + 1 such that v(pi) = v(pj). Denote by k the
index for which ϕk = pi ∨ pj . Note that p1 `G p1 ∨ p1, and so for every
x ∈ DM, ∨M(x, x) ⊆ DM. It follows that ∨M(v(pi), v(pj)) ⊆ DM. Hence,
v(ϕk) ∈ DM. This entails that v(ψm) ∈ DM (since p1 `G p1 t p2 and
p2 `G p1 t p2, we have tM(x, y) ⊆ DM if x ∈ DM or y ∈ DM).
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